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MONCADA, JOSÉ MARÍA (1871–
1945). José Marı́a Moncada (b. 1871; d. 23
February 1945), president of Nicaragua (1929–
1933). Moncada rose to fame as one of the principal
Conservative generals responsible for the overthrow
of the Liberal dictator José Santos Zelaya in 1909.
He was not, however, a professional military man; he
had begun his career in Nicaraguan politics as a
journalist for a Conservative newspaper published in
Granada. During the Zelaya dictatorship, Moncada
published a pro-government newspaper, but by
1906 he had fallen out with the dictator and had fled
to Honduras. There he served as undersecretary of
the interior until the Conservative revolt against
Zelaya began. After Zelaya’s ouster, Moncada served
as secretary of the interior in the Conservative gov-
ernment from 1910 to 1911. Moncada, however, fell
out with the Conservatives and switched his alle-
giance to the Liberal Party. He was elected to the
Senate in 1924. In 1926 Moncada supported the
return from Mexico of former Liberal vice president
Juan Bautista Sacasa, not only by supplying arms and
ammunition but also by serving as Sacasa’s minister
of war in his campaign against the Conservative gov-
ernment headed by Adolfo Dı́az. The ensuing civil
war led to increased U.S. intervention. As a conse-
quence Moncada and his generals accepted the terms
of the Tipitapa Agreements (1927) that Moncada
and U.S. representative Henry L. Stimson negotiated
to end hostilities.

In 1928, Moncada won the presidential election
supervised by the U.S. The reemergence of Augusto
César Sandino, the only one of Moncada’s generals
who had refused to accept the terms of the Tipitapa
Agreements and to lay down his arms, however,
overshadowed the Moncada presidency. Nonethe-
less, the U.S. entrusted Moncada to hold elections
in 1932. Sacasa was elected president, and the U.S.
Marines left Nicaragua on 2 January 1933.

See also Nicaragua; Tipitapa Agreements.
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MONCAYO GARCÍA, JOSÉ PABLO
(1912–1958). José Pablo Moncayo Garcı́a (b. 29

June 1912; d. 16 June 1958), Mexican composer.

Born in Guadalajara, Moncayo Garcı́a studied piano

with Eduardo Hernández Moncada and composi-

tion with Candelario Huı́zar and Carlos Chávez at

the National Conservatory in Mexico City (1929–

1935). He was pianist and percussionist for the

Mexico Symphony Orchestra (1932–1944) and

from 1949 until his death conductor of the Mexico

National Orchestra. He studied composition with

Aaron Copland at Tanglewood in Massachusetts

(1942). With Blás Galindo, Salvador Contreras,

and Daniel Ayala he formed the Grupo de los Cua-

tro (Group of the Four) to promote new music

styles. Moncayo’s works are built on diatonic and

polytonal harmony with the use of parallel chords of

impressionist influence. He also used impressionist

orchestral timbres. Moncayo’s most important

works are La mulata de Córdoba, an opera, which

premiered at the Mexico City Palacio de Bellas Artes

(October 1948); and Amatzinac (1935), Huapango
(1941), based on three folk dances, Symphony

(1944), and Tres piezas (1947), all for orchestra.

He died in Mexico City.

See also Music: Art Music.
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