Colorful Colorado:

The People, The History, The Stories
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1. Welcome Letter
2. State Standards

3. lesson 1: The Land

4. Lesson 2: The History

9. Lesson 3: The People

6. Final Project

1. Gomposer Biographies
8. Resource Pages
YouTube Playlist can he accessed

*Adéitiona| piece not avai‘ab‘e on YouTube:
\n&igenous/Undigenous Ik Lenap_e



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
https://soundcloud.com/user-873306337/indigenous-undigenous-ii-lenape?si=68fb1846ec4d405a87318f091ff79181&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing

Welcome Letter

Thank you for signing up for one of our Youth Concerts. We look forward to having

you ano| your stuo|ents witt\ us in Boettcher Concert Ha” soon.

The to”owing is a Unit Plan o|irect|y connected with the Youth Concert: Colorful
Colorado. This unit p|an is not a requirement in order to understand the concert
loetter, but more of a resource to use as you prepare your students for the concert
experience. This unit allows you and your students to experience the music we will be

pertorming as we commemorate the sesquicentennia| anniversary (150th) of the state

Ol[ Co|orao|o.

We encourage you to use whatever parts ot the p|an you wou|o| |i|<e, wt\ether that’s
taI(ing a few classes and using the entire p|an, or picking and ct\oosing what would fit

your classroom best.

We wou|o| |ove to see your student's Co|orao|o postcards that they created! P|ease

send pictures of the postcarcls to: communityeo|ucation@co|orao|osymphony&rg

Each submission will be entered into a clrawing for free tickets to a 2025/26

Colorado Symphony concert.

Happy |earning,

|_ino|say Genadek, Breanna McCaughey and Autumn Stolle

~ Community EcJucation Department StaH: ot the Co|oracJo Sympt\ony



mailto:musicurious@coloradosymphony.org

State Standards - 6th Grade

READING, WRITING AND COMMUNICATING:

o Standard 1: Oral Expression and Listening

o Empioy appropriate presentation and collaboration
strategies to meet the needs of a given task and
purpose.

o Deveiop, organize, and present ideas and opinions

eiiectiveiy.

L] Stanciarci 2: Reaciing i:OF a” PUFDOSGS

° Anaiyze organization and structure of informational text

to make meaning.

o Standard 3: Writing and Composition

o Write iniormative/expianatory texts characterized i:>y
appropriate organization, ampie cieveiopment, precise
|anguage and formal styie.

o Plan, draft, edit, and revise as needed to craft clear and
coherent writing that demonstrates a grasp of standard
conventions for grammar, usage, and mechanics as well

asa styie appropriate for purpose and audience.

« Standard 4: Research |nqu_iry and Desigg

o Pose researcin question(s), gati’ier, synti\esize, and
credit relevant and credible resources, and present

iinoiings.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION STANDARDS:

o Standard 2: Physical and Personal Wellness

o Understand and appiy basic principies of training to
improving piiysicai fitness.

o Recognize how health-related and skill-related
fitness components contribute to a heaitii-eni’iancing
|iiesty|e that embraces pi‘.ysicai fitness.

° |o|entiiy opportunities in school and in the community
for reguiar participation in piiysicai activity to
enhance pi\ysicai fitness.

*Stanciarcis |isteci are irom CDE Core Curricuium Stanoiarois éti'i Gracie.

MUSIC STANDARDS:

o Standard 2: Creation of Music

o Create simpie melodic and riiytiimic ideas to convey

intent.

o Standard 3: Tiieory of Music

o Anaiyze structure, use oi musicai eiements, anci
expressive choices within musical creations.
° Auraiiy icientiiy and differentiate elements of a piece

of music.

e Standard 4: Response to Music

° Responci to musical periormances using prescribed
criteria.

° |cientiiy and describe uses for music in different world
cultures.

° |cientii:y how music has been used in different historical

perioois and cultural and social contexts.

SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS:

« Standard 1: History

o |nvestigate the historical eras, individuals, groups,
icieas, and themes within regions of the Western
Hemispi‘nere and their reiationships with one

another.
o Standard 2: Geog@p_iiy_

o Use geograpi’iic tools and sources to research and
make geograpiiic inferences and preciictions about
the Western Hemispiiere.

o Evaluate how regionai differences and perspectives
in the Western Hemispi\ere impact human and

environmental interactions.

VISUAL ARTS STANDARDS:

¢ Standard 3: Invent and Discover to Create

o Plan the creation of a work of art utiiizing feedback.



State Standards - 7th Grade

READING, WRITING AND COMMUNICATING:

e Standard 1: Oral Expression and Listening

o Collaborate e”ective|y as group members or leaders
who listen active|y and respect{u“y; pose thought¥u|
questions, acl(now|eo|ge the ideas of others; and
contribute ideas to further the group's attainment of an

objective.

o Standard 2: Reading for all Purposes

o Summarize ancl eva|uate to s|'10w unclerstanding olf

informational texts.

e Standard 3: Writing and Composition

o Write we“-cleve|oped in{ormative/exp|anatory texts
using |ogica| organizationa| strategies, relevant
supporting information, domain-speci{ic vocal)u|ary, and
formal sty|e.

o] P|an, draH, echt, ancJ revise as needec] to cra{t c|ear and
coherent writing that demonstrates a grasp of standard
conventions for grammar, usage, and mechanics as well

as a style appropriate for purpose and audience.

o Standard 4: Research Inquiry, and Design

o Pose research question(s), gather, synthesize, and
crec]it re|evant anc] crec]il:>|e resources, anc] present

{indings.

VISUAL ARTS STANDARDS:

o Standard 3: Invent and Discover to Create

o Plan the creation of a work of art uti|izing feedback.
o Demonstrate technical skills and processes to achieve

desired results.

*StancJachs |isteo| are From CDE Core Curricu|um Stanclarcls 7t|1 Grao|e.

MUSIC STANDARDS:

o Standard 2: Creation of Music

o Create simp|e melodic and rhythmic ideas to convey

intent.

o Standard 3: Theory of Music

o Ana|yze structure, use o|: musica| e|ements, ancJ
expressive choices within musical creations.
o Aura”y identify and differentiate elements of a piece

of music.

o Standard 4: Response to Music

° Respond to musical perFormances using prescril:)ed
criteria.

° |cJenth(y and describe uses for music in different world
cultures.

° |denti|:y how music has been used in different historical

periocls and cultural and social contexts.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION STANDARDS:

o Standard 2: Physical and Personal Wellness
o Understand and app|y princip|es of physica| fitness

to create a persona| fitness p|an and set persona|
physica| fitness goa|s.

o Demonstrates fitness l(now|eo|ge and skills that
maintain a hea|th-enhancing |ifesty|e, while active|y
engaging in the participation of lifetime physica|
activities.



State Standards - 8th Grade

READING, WRITING AND COMMUNICATING:

o Standard 1: Oral Expression and Listening

° Engage in effective collaborative discussions and
ana|yze information presentec].

o Design organized presentations incorporating l(ey
details and claims while tailored for purpose and

audience.

o Standard 3: Writing and Composition

o Write we”-organized and cohesive arguments,
distinguishing c|aim(s) from opposing claims and using
|anguage to c|ari|:y connections among claims, reasons,
and evidence.

o Write we||-cJeve|opecJ and |ogica||y organizec]
inFormative/exp|anatory texts, conveying relevant
content through precise |anguage, o|omain-speci|:ic

vocabu|ary, and formal sty|e.

o Standard 4: Research [nquiry, and Design

o Pose important questions; identify, |ocate, and evaluate
sources; extract and synthesize relevant im(ormation,

and communicate {indings appropriate|y.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION STANDARDS:
o Standard 2: Physica| and Personal Wellness

° |c|entiFy preferences for lifetime p|’1ysica| activity.

VISUAL ARTS STANDARDS:

U Standard 3: Invent and Discover to Create

o Plan the creation of a work of art uti|izing feedback.
o Demonstrate technical skills and processes to achieve

desired results.

*Standards |isteo| are from CDE Core Curricu|um Stanclards 8tl'| Grao|e.

MUSIC STANDARDS:

o Standard 2: Creation of Music

o Create simp|e melodic and rhythmic ideas to convey

intent.

o Standard 3: Theory, of Music

o Ana|yze structure, use of musical e|ements, and
expressive choices within musical creations.
o Aura”y ic|enti|:y and differentiate elements of a piece

of music.

] Standard 4. Response to Music

° Respono| to musical perFormances using prescribed
criteria.

o |o|enti1[y and describe uses for music in different world
cultures.

o |c|enti|:y how music has been used in different historical

periods and cultural and social contexts.

SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS:

o Standard 1: History_

o |nvestigate and evaluate primary and seconclary
sources from mu|tip|e diverse perspectives about
United States |’1istory from the American Revolution
through Reconstruction to formulate and defend
claims with textual evidence and |ogica| reasoning.

o Deve|op a contextual unclerstanding of the historical
eras, individuals, groups, ideas, and themes from the
origins of the American Revolution t|'1roug|'1

Reconstruction.
o Standard 2: Geog@p_hy_

o Use geographic tools to research and ana|yze
patterns in human and physical systems in the
United States.

o Recognize the impact of the competition for control

of land and resources in ear|y American history.



=il Unit Plan
Colorful Calonado

Grades 6th - 8th

Summary;
In this unit, students exp|ore how Colorado’s geography has shapeo| its history and the lives of its peop|e. ﬂwrough maps, stories, and
songs, they’” learn how the land influenced settlement, culture, and iclentity. Music is used as a tool to understand the past and express
connections between peop|e and p|ace. The unit ends with the Colorado Symphony perFormance that higHights Colorado's rich and

diverse heritage.

Essential Question:

HOW have Colorado's geography anc] I‘IiStOI’y inHuencecl the music and cu|tures OII its peop'e?

Repertoire Selection:

o William Tell Overture - Gioachino Rossini

* Where the Columbines Grow - Dr. Arthur John Fynn
. Rocl(y Mountain High - John Denver

The Moldau - Bedfich Smetana

|nc|igenous/Unc|igenous Il- Lenape - Brent Michael Davids

“Paconchita” Latin Overture - Oscar Navarro

o All The Songs That Nature Sings - Stephen Lias
o The Dry and Dusty West - Martin Gilmore



Lesson |
The Land

Grades 6th - 8th

Summary;:

Students will learn about Colorado’s three main regions by creating labeled maps, connecting each region to music using active
|istening, and “c|imbing a l4er” with a movement and math cha”enge. This lesson blends geography, music, and physica| education to

bul'CJ lmow|ec|ge ano| engagement.

Essential Question:

How do Colorado’s land regions shape the way we experience its geography, music, and outdoor adventures”?

Repertoire Selection:

o The Dry and Dusty West - Martin Gilmore
o Allthe Songs That Nature Sings = Stephen Lias
¢ The Moldau - Bedfich Smetana




mp It Out

Activity Description:

Expiore the four unique regions of Colorado in this interactive activity where students will learn about what

mai<es eaciw region unique ano| create tiweir own map oi Co|oracio.

Activity Preparation:

] Map of Colorado in Student Packet

U Coioring utensils

U Projector or students can discover tiwe regions on tiweir own witiw computers.

Directions:

o While students are |eaming about each region, have them p|ace and label the io”owing on the map of Colorado:

o

Ligiﬁt|y color each region
National Parks

= Mesa Verde National Park

= Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park
u Rocky Mountain National Park

» Great Sand Dunes National Park

Major rivers (Co|orao|o River, Gunnison River, South P|atte, etc.)
Your city

[¢]

o

o

Discussion[ Exit Questions:

What region are you located in?
What region do you like the best and why?






I Quick Facts

The Western S|ope/ Colorado Plateau Region

The Western S|ope region lies just west of the Rocl(y

Mountains.

The Colorado Plateau is centered around the four corners in
southwestern Colorado.

They are full of p|ateaus and mesas, c|eep canyons, and wide
va||eys.

These regions are much drier than other regions and is
considered a high desert. However, with the Colorado and
Gunnison rivers Howing through, it makes it the perl:ect climate
for crops like peaches, app|es, and corn.

Two of the four National Parks are located in these regions and

each offer a very unique experience.

o These regions are home to a variety of p|ants and animals that can live in o|ry p|aces, like cacti, jackrabbits, coyotes,

|izarc|s, and snakes.

* Native American tribes like the Ute and Navajo have lived in this region for thousands of years.

o Peop|e visit these regions to exp|ore famous national parks like Mesa Verde, mountain bike, hike and raltting the

Colorado River.

Click the links to explore this region

The Grand Mesa is the |argest flat top Natlonal Pa rl(S

mountain in the world! e Mesa Verde National Park
The Colorado National Monument

Sink your teeth into the_Palisade Peach

o Black Canyon of the Gunnison National

| earn about the beautiful land and history of Park
the Ute tribe at Ute Mountain Tribal Park o
Step back to when the Dinosaurs roamed at MUSiC

Dinosaur National Monument

The Dry and Dusty West
- Martin Gilmore

Yucca House National Park



https://www.visitgrandjunction.com/things-to-do/explore-the-area/grand-mesa/
https://www.nps.gov/colm/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/colm/index.htm
https://coloradoinfo.com/blog_post/palisade-peaches-delicious-colorado-history/
https://coloradoinfo.com/blog_post/palisade-peaches-delicious-colorado-history/
https://www.utemountaintribalpark.info/index.html
https://www.utemountaintribalpark.info/index.html
https://www.nps.gov/dino/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yuho/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/meve/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/blca/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/blca/index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9

Listen and Learn

Activity Description:

Meet our {riencl, Martin Gi‘more, and |eam about the Huegrass sty‘e o¥ music.

Directions:

Listen to Martin Gi|moreys intro&uction vi&eo HERE ano| |isten to his song The Dry an& Dusty
West to |earn about the b|uegrass sty|e o¥ music ano| it history in Co|orao|o‘ Exp|ore the (Jiﬁerent

instruments in a l:>|uegrass bancl by c|icl<ing each instrument loe|ovv.

Fiddle

Bass

Mandolin

Guitar

Optional Extension:

Test your I<now|edge about Colorado singers and bands and their genre of music with this fun Kahoot
HERE



https://youtube.com/shorts/LWjxc9v7mPw?si=Y_kL5wMFd7YQECQc
https://youtu.be/yo96u8wJDjo?si=nlmAUAmuulnOE8Cw
https://youtu.be/I3qbB4Kq3Y0?si=vtd7llH2K0ZMDok7
https://youtube.com/shorts/gYisghKKR1E?si=-qlUJszL4QtHyvAq
https://youtube.com/shorts/m9NcsiCFOaM?si=s4Ywl8LhvzDOPEtO
https://youtu.be/DF9ErOirBbM?si=Xcf2d1QU-z3-xcSZ
https://youtube.com/shorts/LWjxc9v7mPw?si=Y_kL5wMFd7YQECQc
https://youtube.com/shorts/gYisghKKR1E?si=-qlUJszL4QtHyvAq
https://youtube.com/shorts/m9NcsiCFOaM?si=s4Ywl8LhvzDOPEtO
https://youtu.be/I3qbB4Kq3Y0?si=vtd7llH2K0ZMDok7
https://youtu.be/yo96u8wJDjo?si=nlmAUAmuulnOE8Cw
https://create.kahoot.it/share/colorado-symphony-curriculum-learning/a5228a1f-895a-4756-bbfc-4d0f7e119150

| Quicl( Facts

The Rocky Mountain Region

The Rocl(y Mountain region in Colorado is full of tall
mountains, deep va”eys, and beautiful forests. These
mountains were formed millions of years ago when lwuge
pieces of the Earth's crust s|ow|y pushed toget|’1er, causing
the land to rise and form pea|<s. Glaciers and rivers, such as
the Colorado River and Arkansas River, |'1e|peo| carve the

land into sharp rio|ges and wide va”eys.

The Colorado Rockies include some of the highest
mountains in the United States, like Mt. E|l:>ert, which is the
tallest in Colorado at 14,440 feet!

o This region is home to deer, elk, black bears, Ioighorn slweep, mountain lions and marmots, among other species.

These animals can be found amongst vegetation such as pine trees, aspen trees, and wildflowers.

Native American tribes like the Ute have lived in the mountains for hundreds of years and still have strong

connections to the |and.

Toc]ay, many peop|e visit the Colorado Rocl(y Mountain region to hike, camp, ski, and enjoy the amazing views.

Click the links to explore this region

Exp|ore the 28 different ski resorts in
Colorado - Colorado Ski Country
Exp|ore Pil(es Peal(, the inspiration for the

song America the Beauth[u| and home o{ the
highest cog railroad in the world.
Eisenhower-Johnson Memorial Tunnel

and the Continental Divide.
Rea& about the sacre& history 01[ the |ndian

Hot Springs.

National Parks

° Rocl(y Mountain National Park

° The Great Sano| Dunes Nationa| Parl(

Music
All The Songs That Nature Singg
- Stephen Lias



https://www.colorado.com/colorado-ski-resorts
https://coloradosprings.gov/drivepikespeak
https://www.codot.gov/travel/ejmt
https://indianhotsprings.com/history
https://indianhotsprings.com/history
https://www.nps.gov/romo/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grsa/index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9

Active Listening

Activity Description:
Students will learn quic|< facts about and listen to Stephen Lias piece All the Songs That Nature Sings while

imagining various |anc”orms around the state 01( Colorado

Activity Preparation:
e Active Listemng Sheets

e Scissors

o Glue Sticks

Music to P|ay: All the Songs That Nature Sinqs - Stephen Lias

Directions:

Cut out the o|iHerent |ard{orms and Aiscuss what each O\[ them are.
Click HERE to listen to this excerpt of All the Songs That Nature Sings by Stephen Lias

Listen all the way through once without stopping and ask students to be thinking of the different landforms.

Listen a second time and stop at each time mark.

Have students g|ue what landform they hear in each section of the music.

Have students find a partner to compare and contrast their worksheets.

_Quicl( Facts:

o This piece was commissioned by the Boulder Philharmonic and was comp|eteo| in January of 2017.

o The piece is about Rocky Mountain National Park and was supported by the National Endowment for the
Arts.

o lt premiereo| both in Boulder and the Kenneo|y Center for the Pem[orming Arts in March of 2017.

o Stephen Lias’ inspiration for both the piece and the title came from the Fo”owing transcript:

"The trail is the short Northwest passage to nature's wonderland. With all its curves and Wino|ings itis essentia”y
poetic; it knows the beauty of Howing lines; it is ever in the midst of those things that charm and cheer. It seeks out all
the beauty spots and, like a great character, finds on|y that which is the best. VWe think of it accompanying the clear
and {ern-{ringeo| brooks, and in the imagination follow it through mountain passes, curving a|ong narrow vistas across
which fall the shadows of the pines. We know it will {requent|y feel the rapture of silent scenes and often go close to
the wild cataracts that |eap in g|ory; at all times it is enlivened with the me|oo|y of the wild, ever charmed with echoes

far and dim, ever bathed in the aroma of the wilderness, and it is in the heart of all the songs that nature sings‘"

From “The Rocky Mountain National Park” (1924) by Enos Mills


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9

Active Listening

Listen to Stephen Lias” All the Songs that Nature Smgs and answer the {o||ovvmg questions.

Write CIOWD three instruments you hear when ‘istening?

What is the mood of the music?

Does the tempo change? If yes, how?

What kind of dynamics do you hear?

Draw or write What t%e music makes you see or ¥ee|A

||[ you were to write t'ﬁe music {or Rocky Mountain Nationa| Parl<, how Wou|d it souno| di”erent?
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Summit A 14er

-}

Activity Description:

Students can experience what it is like to hike a 14er in the comfort of their own schoo|grouno‘s.

Activity Prepﬂtion:

o This activity is best per{ormecl on a school track but can be comp|eteo| anywhere outside (even
around the school |oui|ding.)
* Youcan comp|ete this in one c|ay or mu|tip|e days.

o Students will need their Summit A 14er worksheet and a penci|.

Discussion Question:

e Has anyone in this class hiked a 14er? Does anyone go hiking?
e What do you like about hil(ing?

o What are ways we can help keep our trails and our forests safe so everyone can enjoy them?



Summit A 14er

Directions:

Heacl to the tracl< ancl Wa”< orrun / |a|os n orcler to summit one 01[ the highest peaks n Co|ora&o.

You will begin your summit at a mile higl’], 5,280 ft.

Fach |ap around the track is approximate|y 1320 ft.

For each |ap, add 1320 to the total elevation until you reach the summit.

Oﬂ your map O{: CO'OFGC]O, |abe| Where Mt. Harvaro| is |ocateo|.

Elevation
Total Elevation (ft
Gained (F) otal Elevation (ft)
5280 Begin at the mile high city: Denver (5280 H)
1320 Did you know there are 58 14ers in Colorado?
2 1320 Keep C|imbing!
Tree line is at 12,000 ft. How close are you to that?
3 1320
Write your answer here:
The oxygen level here is about 14.3% compareo| to sea level
4 1320
which is approximate|y 21%.
5 1320 Keep C|imbing!
Mountain goats can live in elevations from 5,000 ft up to
6 1320
13,000 ft!
Grand Total: Congratu|ations! You just reached the summit of Mt.
7 1320
Harvard, the 3 highest pea|( in Colorado.




I Quicl( Facts

The Plains Region

e The Great Plains region covers the eastern third of
Colorado and is quite different from the mountains most
q
peop|e think when they picture Colorado. This areais most|y
flat with gently rollin l‘\i”s, and it stretches for miles with
9 Y 9

wio|e-open spaces and high skies.

e This region used to be covered in tall grasses and was home
to animals like bison (bu”a|o), prairie o|ogs, and antelope.
Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes lived here and followed the
bison herd for {ooo|, c|ot|‘1ing, and shelter.

° Too|ay, much of the land is used for ltarming and ranching. Farmers grow crops like corn, wheat, and sun“owers,

anol ranchers raise catt|e ano| sheep.

e Because there aren't many trees, the wind can blow hard across the p|ains, and the weather can change quicHy

resu|ting in blizzards and tornadoes!

Click the links to explore this region

° Exp|ore the Hstor\/ o{ the Pawnee

National Grasslands _M usic

o Visit Jackson Lake State Park, an
International Dark Skies Park The Moldau

o Walk in actual dinosaur tracks at the - Bedfich Smetana
Picket Wire Canyonlands

o Jastes the sweetness 01[ Rocl(y Forcl

Me|ons


https://www.discoverweld.com/Attractions/Northern-Weld-Pawnee-National-Grasslands-and-Buttes
https://www.discoverweld.com/Attractions/Northern-Weld-Pawnee-National-Grasslands-and-Buttes
https://cpw.state.co.us/state-parks/jackson-lake-state-park
https://www.recreation.gov/ticket/facility/234166
https://gazette.com/life/how-rocky-ford-melons-in-colorado-have-become-world-famous/article_fab739f8-f94d-11eb-9b2b-57b2d5cb632b.html
https://gazette.com/life/how-rocky-ford-melons-in-colorado-have-become-world-famous/article_fab739f8-f94d-11eb-9b2b-57b2d5cb632b.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9

Water Music Composition

Activity Description:

Create your own short piece of music inspirecl by the water in Colorado! Use sounds, rhythms, and instruments

(or found objects) to show how water moves and sounds.
Activity Preparation:

e This activity can either use looo|y percussion (snapping, c|apping, tapping, stomping, whist|ing, etc.) to
create water e”ects, or your can have stuo|ents use actua| water anc| items to create various water sounds.

o |f choosing to use real water, p|ease show students this VIDEQO and have them bring one item from home
that will be used in the composition activity.

o Have some extra items for students that Forget or have them use their hands!

Discussion Questions:

What does water sound like? (rain, rivers, c]rips, sp|as|1es)

How cJoes water move? (Fast, s|ow, smooth, crashing, bubbhng)

Directions:

Students can be broken up into various group sizes or you can comp|ete a composition with the entire
class.

e Based on what each student is p|aying or using, create a unique symloo| to be used for the composition.
o Begin by determining what type of water body or water activity t|'\ey are trying to mimic.

¢ Give students time to discover their water instrument.

e Students will then create a 30 second to 1 minute composition with their instruments.

e Have them write their unique symloo|s on a staff paper to show when and how |ong each instrument
p|ays. Students can a|so ado| rhythms anc| other musica| symloo|s (dynamics, tempo changes, etc.) if time.

e Have each group perForm their composition for the class and exp|ain what tl‘iey were trying to mimic.

L_esson Extension - Class Debate

The Colorado River supp|ies water to mu|tip|e states, peop|e, crops and animals. Should states get equal rights
to its water or should states with |arger popu|ations get more water? Should the Colorado River be manageo|

mainly for human needs, or should protecting the environment and wildlife come first?

Helpful Links: Colorado River District Ihe Nature Conservancy_ The American Nile



https://youtu.be/xDKZdS5PFDA
https://www.coloradoriverdistrict.org/
https://www.coloradoriverdistrict.org/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/priority-landscapes/colorado-river/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/priority-landscapes/colorado-river/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/americannile/
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Summary:

Students will exp|ore Colorado’s past by buiHing a timeline of important events, engaging in a hands-on Gold Rush activity,
and |earnir1g about Colorado's two state songs. Through music, history, and interactive activities, students will connect how

Co|orao|o's history shaped the state we lmow today.

Essential Question:

How did events like the Gold Rush and other l<ey moments shape the growth and io|entity of Colorado?

Repertoire Selection:

o William Tell Overture - Gioachino Rossini
o Where the Columbines Grow - Dr. Arthur John Fynn
° Rocky Mountain High - Jolm Denver
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Colorado Timeline

Activity Description:

Students will learn about Colorado Hstory through an interactive timeline activity.

Activity Preparation:

e Students will work in groups of 2-3 that can be pre75e|ected accoro|ing to |eaming levels.
o Provide an 11" x17' piece of paper to each group.
e Fach group will need a pair of scissors, a g‘ue stick or tape.

° Stuo|ents WEH neecl access to a computer {or researching dates

Directions:

o Students will cut out each bullet point sentence.

o Have students draw a line across the middle of their paper.

e Students will then p|ace each event on the timeline accorcjing to what order they think Happened.

o Students will then loegin researching each event to determine what year it occurred in history.

o When they find the date, they will write the date on the back of the s|ip of paper.

o When they have finished o|iscovering each date, they will then create a timeline on their piece of paper by first
writing each date chrono|ogica||y starting with the earliest year and then g|uing or taping the event next to the

&ate,

Discussion Questions:

o What is a timeline?

e How are tlwey he|p{u| in uno|erstano|ing history?



TEACHER ANSWER SHEET

500 - The Anasazi culture o|eve|ops in the region.

1541 - S(j)anish exp|orer Francisco de Coronado visits

Colorado.
1682 - French exp|orer Robert de La Salle claims the land for

France.
1803 - The United States |ouys eastern Colorado from
France as part of the Louisiana Purchase.

1806 - American exp|orer Zebulon Pike follows the Arkansas
River through Colorado.

1821 - The Santa Fe Trail opens.

1833 - Fort Bent is established as the first permanent
settlement.

1848 - The United States acquires western Colorado from
Mexico after the Mexican-American War.

1858 - Gold is discovered.

1858 - The city of Denver is established.
1861 - The Colorado Territory is formed by the U.S.

Congress.
1864 - The Sand Creek Massacre occurs and many
Cheyenne and Arapaho are killed.

1867 - Denver City becomes the capita| of the territory.
1870 - The Denver Pacific Rai|way reaches Denver.
1876 - Colorado is admitted to the Union as the 38th state.

1894 - Colorado becomes the second state to give women
the right to vote



e The Santa Fe Trall opens.

o Spanish exp|orer Francisco de Coronado visits Colorado.

. The Sano| Creek Massacre OCcCurs ano| many Cheyenne and Arapaho are
killed.

. French exp|orer Ro|oert c|e |_a Sa”e c|aims the |ano| |:OI’ France.

o The United States buys eastern Colorado from France as part of the
Louisiana Purchase.

o The Anasazi culture o|eve|ops in the region.

e Fort Bent is established as the first permanent settlement

e The United States acquires western Colorado from Mexico after the

Mexican-American War.
e Gold is discovered.
e The Colorado Territory is formed by the U.S. Congress.

e Denver City becomes the capita| of the territory.

o The Denver Pacific Rai|way reaches Denver.

e American exp|orer Zebulon Pike follows the Arkansas River through
Colorado.

o Colorado is admitted to the Union as the 38th state.

e The city of Denver is established.

o Co|orao|o loecomes the secono| state to give women the rigl‘nt to vote.



| Quick Facts

T|1e Co|orac|o GOICI RUSI'I

o Gold was first discovered in 1858 in what is now

ConHuence Park in Denver a|ong the South Platte
River and Cherry Creek.

° T|’1e s|ogan “Pil(es Peal( or Bust" was createc] not
|oecause go|d was First {ound on or near Pil(es Peal(,

but because it was a well known location.

e ltis believed that almost 100,000 peop|e rushed to
Colorado between 1858 and 1860.

e The prospectors were called “Fi{ty-Ninersn in reference to 1959, the peal( year of the rush.

 Some towns like Central City and Black Hawk were built rea”y fast to support the miners.

e Most of the go|o| seekers didn't find go|o| or much of it. About ¥3 of the peop|e who cam to Colorado left
within a year but many stayed to do otherjobs.

o As many settlers arrived, Native Americans were pushed off their land. The U.S. government made unfair
treaties and broke promises {orcing them to move to reservations.

o Mining operations c|amageo| land and rivers and affected animals in the areas mal(ing it even harder for the
Native Americans to hunt, find food and grow crops.

* You can still find go|o| in Colorado too|ay! Visit some of the old mines to pan for go|CJ and see what mines

looked like.

é(p|ore the Mines Other Resources:
The Argo Mill and Tunnel - Idaho Springs Watch the short videos in this article to see go|d
Phoenix Gold Mine - Idaho Springs panning in action:
The Mollie Kathleen Gold Mine - Cripp|e Creek The Prospect of Prospecting
Hidee Gold Mine - Central City
Western Museum of Mining & |ndustry_ - Colorado MX
Springs

Arapahoe Bar Gold Panning Park - Wheat Ridge


https://argomilltour.com/
https://www.phoenixgoldmine.com/
https://www.goldminetours.com/
https://wmmi.org/plan-your-visit/admission-hours-tours-location.html
https://wmmi.org/plan-your-visit/admission-hours-tours-location.html
https://www.historycolorado.org/story/2021/08/13/prospect-prospecting
https://youtu.be/y-Yp2ZBaCPg?si=qedQkc2gcLoK38NI&t=27
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Activity Description:

Studemts wiH ieam about tiwe Co|orao|o Go|o| Rusiw ano| iwovv it impacte& sett|ement, transportation, tiwe environment,

ano| Native communities. Tiwey Wi” engagein a ro|e—p|aying activity to simu|ate |iie o|urir1g tiwe rusiw.
Activity Preparation:

e 3-5 plastic tubs

O A i'iaﬂCiiUi Oi painteci QOH I’OCL’\S (sma” pebbies) or ye”ow bea&s

e Sand or rice for each tub

O CUpS, paper piates or spoons

o Fill each p\astic tub with sand or rice and hide some of the “goH" in each tub. There does not need

to be an even distribution of gold between the tubs and some can even contain no gold.

Music to Play: Wi”iam TeH Overture - Gioaciwino Rossini

Directions:

e Read about the Colorado Gold rush using the Quick Facts page.
o Have students locate and label the io”ovving on their Colorado Map:
o Pikes Peak
o Central City
o |daho Springs
e Divide students into groups of 3-5, based on how many piastic tubs you have.
. Exp|ain that each group will have 30 seconds to try and find go|o| using whatever utensil tiwey chose.
(Most students will not find any go|o|!) Begin piaying William Tell Overture and
e Once every group has had a chance to mine for go|c|, have them count what tiwey found.

o Use the discussion questions to talk about the realities of the go|o| rush.

Discussion Questions:

e How did it feel to search for go|c|? Was it fair?

e What do you think peopie did once tiwey realized tiwey were not going to iinci enougiw goio|?

o Discuss iwovv most peop|e |eit but otiwers staye& to tai<e on otiwerjolas |ii<e siwopkeepers, miners, teaciiers, etc.

o

Exit Ticket Question: \What would you have done if you didn't find gold and why?


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9

Active Listening: State Songs

Activity Description:

Students will compare and contrast the two official state songs of Colorado.

Activity Preparation:

o Student paci<et
Music to Play:
Rocky Mountain Hig|ﬁ - John Denver and Where the Columbines Grow - Dr. Arthur John Eynn

Directions:

o Read students the quici< facts of each song.

o Have students listen to both Rocky Mountain Higiﬁ and Where the Columbines Grow. If needed, have them
listen a coupie of times.

o Students can write words for each song that include similar words, scenery, tempo, sound, etc.

o Have them fill out the two questions at the bottom of the page.

e Bonus: Have stucients |earn tiwe ciworus oi one or iaotiw songsi

Rocky Mountain Higi‘l Facts: Where the Columbines Grow Facts:
o Written by John Denver and Mike Tayior and e Written and composeoi i)y Dr. Arthur John
recorded in August 1972. Fynn in 1911.
. |nspireci i:)y a meteor shower he witnessed . |nspireo| i)y seeing a meadow of columbines
while camping near Aspen. while traveiing tiirougii Schinzel Flats in 1896.
° |t tooi< 9 montiis ior ti1e song to i)e compieteoi. ° Aoiopteci as ti‘ie state song on May 8, 1915.
o ltwas aoiopteoi as Colorado’s second state e There was criticism that the song didn't
song in March of 2007. mention Colorado, so a 4th verse was added

in 1921, thougi\ it is rareiy sung.

Exit Ticket Question:

What is your favorite ti\ing about Colorado and winy?


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9
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Compare and Contrast

Use the Venn o|iagram below to compare and contrast our two state songs. Then, write about the

similarities and differences. (Think about |yrics, sound, tempo, etc.)

The two songs are similar because

They are cliﬁerent because




State Syml:o|s Scavenger Hunt

See how many state symbo|s you can find and learn about!

Nickname

Popu|ation (2024)

Capita|

State Songs

State Bird

State F|ower

S|ogan

Amphibian

Cactus

Fish

|nsect

Mamma|

Mushroom (est. 2025)

Pet

Repti|e

Tree

FO”( Dance

Fossi|

Gemstone

Minera|

Rock

Summer Sport

Winter Sport
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The Peopll

Grades 3rd - 5th

Summary;:

Stuclents wi” exp|ore the o|iverse cu|tures that have shapeo| Co|orao|o, inc|uo|ing Native American, Latino, A{rican American, ano|
Asian communities. Through discussion, |istening and hands on activities, students will gaina o|ee|oer uncJerstanchng of the influences

that have shapecJ Colorado’s culture.

Essential Question:

How have various individuals, groups, and ideas affected the o|eve|opment of Colorado?

Repertoire Selection:

. |no|igenous/Uno|igenous Il - Lenape - Brent Michael Davids

° “Paconchitan Latin Overture - Oscar Navarro
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Honoring Our Native Tribes

Activity Description:

This activity %e|ps students understand the &iversity o{ Native American tribes, their traditions, and their |asting impact

on Co|orao|oys history ancJ cu|ture.

Land Acl(now|eo|gement:

We are thankful to live and learn in Colorado, on the traditional lands of the Ute, Cheyenne,
Arapaho, Apache, Navajo, and Puebloan peop|e. We aclmovv|edge these Native peop|e have
cared for the mountains, rivers, and p|ains |ong before Colorado was a state. They hunted, fished,
grew food, told stories, and celebrated life. Even though the land looks different to&ay, Native
peop|e are still here, and their cultures and traditions are still alive. VWe thank them for being the

ﬁrst caretakers o¥ this |and we now s%are.

Activity Preparation:

o Students will need their map of Colorado
C Co|oring utensils

® Computers {:Or researching

Directions:
e Read the above Land Aclmow|eo|gement to the students and exp|ain vvlwy its important.
e Learn about some of the Native tribes that lived in Colorado hundreds to thousands of years ago using the
Quick Facts pages.
o Have students mark the area each tribe lived on their maps of Colorado

o There are many optiona| activities that he|p exp|ore the peop|e and the traditions of each tribe.



| Quicl( Facts

Native American Tribes of Colorado

Navajo

o The Navajo call themselves Ding, which means “the peop|e."

4 —H\ey lived in Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, and Colorado.

. They lived in Hogans, which were round homes made from wood, mud, and c|ay. The door would a|ways face east,
toward the sunrise.

. They grew corn, beans, and squash and also herded sheep and goats.

. Fry bread is a famous traditional food of theirs.

o The Navajo are known for their beuatiful blankets and rugs and their silver and turquoise jewe|ry.

o Their beliefs are focused on |iving in harmony with nature and their celebrations included songs, prayers and sand
paintings.

. Too|ay, the Navajo Nation is the |argest reservation in the U.S. and has it's own government, schools, and

businesses.



https://utahindians.org/Curriculum/pdf/4thUte.pdf
https://navajocodetalkers.org/story-of-the-navajo-code-talkers/

| Quicl( Facts

Native American Tribes of Colorado

Apache

o The Apache tribes lived in areas such as Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, and parts of Colorado.

o There are six major Apaclﬂe—speakmg groups: Chiricahua, Jicarilla, |_i|oan, Mescalero, Plains, and Western Apache.
The Jicarilla Apache band lived in the Colorado area.

° They were primari‘y nomadic, meaning they moved around {oHovving food sources.

e They hunted deer, rabbits, and buffalo, and gathered plants, nuts, and berries.

o They lived in wickiups which were dome shaped huts made with branches, grass, and brush.

. They wore c‘ot%ing made of deerskin: the men would wear pants, shirts and moccasins and the women wore dresses
with beads and fringe.

o ﬂwey were known as warriors and great horsemen.

o Music, dancing, and storytelling were very important traditions.

o The Apac"ne art included weaving beautiful baskets, intricate beadwork, and making tools from bone and stone.

° Many Apache peop|e |ive on reservations in Arizona, New Mexico, and Ql<|a|’10ma.

Shoshone

The Shoshone peop‘e lived in parts of |o|aho, \/\/yoming, Uta|ﬂ, Co|orado, and Nevada.

T%e \/\/Ol’d Shoshone means “Grass HOUS@ Peop|e” re{erring to t|’16 "10US€S some groups |ivecl in. T|’]€y ca||ec|

themse|ves Newe meaning “peop‘e.”

The Shoshone peop|e hunted, {ished, and gathered their food depen&ing on where t|'1ey lived. For the groups

|iving on the p|ains, t|’1ey hunted buﬁa|o whi|e other in the mountains and deserts re|ieo‘ on {ish and p|ar1ts.

Northern and Eastern groups lived in tipis and Western and other groups lived in Wikiups.

Shoshone peop|e wore c|othing made of deerskin that was decorated with beads and porcupine qui”s and wore

moccasins on their {eet.

They suffered from infectious disease epio|emics and warfare with great|y decreased their popu|ations.

Many Shoshone peop|e too|ay live on reservations in |o|aho, \/\/yoming, Nevao|a, and Utah.

Extended Learning: Sacagawea

Leam about the increc]ib|e, courageous woman Wl’]O Sl’]OW@CI Lewis & C|arl< the way HERE.


https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/sacagawea

Native American Tribes of Colorado




W ‘ Think & Share: Sand Creek Massacre

Directions:

o Read students the Quick Facts about the Sand Creek Massacre.
e Have stu&ents |ocate an& |aloe| tt‘ne Sanol Creel< Massacre site on ttweir Co|ora&o maps.

o Listen to |n_&igenous/Uno|igenous IE Lenape_by Brent Michael Davids while students sit quiet|y
and reflect.

e Have the students comp|ete the Think & Share worksheet and end with a class discussion.

_Quick Facts:

Because ot tlﬂe Ptkes Peat< Go|ct Rustt, tensions began to rise amongst t|’1e Wtﬂte sett’ers ano| tl’]@

tribes over water arto| tooo|4

Negotiations were macle ancl treaties were estabtisttecl to create reservations vvttere tribes cou|o| tive

ano| be protecteo‘ by ttte Govermmemt.

Ttte Ctteyenne and Arapatto peop|e lwao| setup a winter camp a|ong San& Creel< witlv ttwe
understanchng tttey were under ttte protection ot t"]@ US Govemment.

Despite aUS. Hag ano| a vvttite Hag Hymg over ttteir camp, Co|one| John Chivington ano| a group ot
Colorado soldiers attacked the camp on the morning ot November 29,1864.

Ttwe soHters [<i||ed more t|dan 230 peacetut peop’e t|ﬂat morning, most being women, c|’ﬂto|ren, and

elders.

This is considered one of the darkest and saddest moments in Colorado and U.S. twistory and shows

l’WOW um[air|y Native Americans were treateo|, even Wl’]@ﬂ ttwey were promise& peace.

The site ot the massacre is now protecteo| as the Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site.

Discussion Questions:

o What do you think the theyerme and Arapaho felt when they were promiseo| peace but then attacked?
o \/\/hat o|o you tt\ink tttis event shows about sett|ers, the usS. Army, and ttwe Native Americans at that time?
° Why is it important for us to learn about events like the Sand Creek Massacre?

o How did the music make you feel while you were |istening to it”?

Additional Resources:

ﬁtps://www.historyco’ora&o.org/exttibit/sand—creek—massacre—betraya’—change&—cheyenne—an(ﬂ—

ara aho—@ le-forever
R REOR

° ﬁtps://www.batt|etie|&s.org/|earn/maps/san&—creek—nov—ZQ—]8()4
. ﬁtps://kids.ki&&|e.co/5ano| Creek massacre



https://soundcloud.com/user-873306337/indigenous-undigenous-ii-lenape?si=68fb1846ec4d405a87318f091ff79181&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://www.historycolorado.org/exhibit/sand-creek-massacre-betrayal-changed-cheyenne-and-arapaho-people-forever
https://www.historycolorado.org/exhibit/sand-creek-massacre-betrayal-changed-cheyenne-and-arapaho-people-forever
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/maps/sand-creek-nov-29-1864
https://kids.kiddle.co/Sand_Creek_massacre

Think & Share: Sand Creek Massacre




iog@p_hy Mixer

Activity Description:

This storyfbase& ‘istening activity encourages students to listen to a piece of music and create a written story or picture

imspireo| by it. Students can then compare and contrast their work with a partner.

Activity Preparation:
U Assign each student a Home Group of 35
e Give them 2 historical Coloradans from the list below to research.

C Each group Wi” C}'TOOSG 1 moo|em o|ay person or band 1[rom Co|orao|o to researcH

Clara Brown Daniel Cheeseman Oakes Frances Wisebart Sadie Likens
Augusta Tabor Elizabeth Piper Ems‘ey Jacobs Little Raven William Jackson Palmer
Buffalo Bill Cody Emi|y Griffith Mo”y Brown John Denver
Casamiro Barela Federico Pena Mary Elitch Long Doc Ho”iclay
Chin Lin Sou Teo|o|y Roosevelt Owl Woman
Directions:

] Assign each student to a Home Group of 3-5 students. Once students are in their groups, assign each student in the
group a number.

e Each student will receive a Biography Research worksheet.

e Each Home Group will received the names of 2 historic Coloradans to research. Each student in the group can be
assignecJ a box to fill out in the worksheet or the group can research them together. (Each student needs to fill out a
Worksheet!)

e Have students research and determine a modern o|ay person or band from Colorado to research.

e Break the students into the Mixed Groups based on the number they were assigned.

e Students in the Mixed Groups will each do a 2-3 minute presentation on the historical Coloradans they were assignecl.

(Hint: Keep a timer going so you can he|p students stay on track!)

Resea I’Cl‘l Resou rces.

ﬁDs://www.historyco|orado.org@g@phies-notable-co|orac|ans

https:/ /history.denverlibrary.org/ colortul-coloradans fpage=0
Wi Do el drm e



https://www.historycolorado.org/biographies-notable-coloradans
https://history.denverlibrary.org/colorful-coloradans?page=0

iog@p_hy Research

Biography of:
This person is known for: Picture:
Ear|y life: Famous Quote:
|mportant life events: Accomp|is|1ments:

Fun Facts:



Cu|tures arouncl Co|orac|o




Music Review

Activity Description:

Students will have the opportunity to |eam, listen and review a piece o{ music while connecting it to their own heritage.

Activity Preparation:

e Student packet with Think and Write page
Music to P|ay: Pancochita - Oscar Navarro

Directions:

Students will use their Think and Share worksheet.
Read the Quick Facts to the students.

Use the discussion questions to prompt some pre—thinking.

Have the students listen to Oscar Navarros piece, Paconchita.

Have students answer questions on the worksheet.

_Quick Facts:

“Paconchita” is a Latin overture dedicated to my parents Paquito Navarro and Conchita Gonzélez. It is a piece full
of rhythm and energy with the percussion section |f1aving a great presence and |f1igHighting the battery as group
leader.

A great brass fanfare starts the overture giving way to a much more rhythmic section in which give-and-take
clia|ogues begin between the different sections of the band, with the battery being one of the protagonist
instruments at all times.

During the course of the work, we hear Latin rhyt"wms fused with harmonies typica| of Spanish folklore to create a

seal of our land, the land which has seen the protagonists born and grow and to whom this work is dedicated:

Paquito and Conchita.

Discussion Questions:

o Whatis something about your heritage that is important to you?
o What type of music do you listen to in your house?

o |f you were to write a piece of music about your \[ami|y, who would it be about?


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiUx0NZ5-9syUkHyP7zLLQGRa_XA_OHU9

MUSIC REVIEW

PIECE TITLE:

COMPOSER NAME:

g WRITE A REVIEW OF THIS PIECE AND WHAT YOU LIKED AND DIDN'T LIKE

. y

4 What is something about your heritage that you love? A 4 If you were to write a song about your family, who would it be
about and why?

. J \ J

RATE THIS PIECE

1 8.6 6.6 ¢
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i After the Concert: Final Project

Activity Description:

Students Wi” use their art sl<iHs to create their own Co‘orao|o postcard based on t%eir gavorite t%ing about Co|orado.

Activity Prepa ration:

e Postcard temp‘ate
. Co‘oring utensils

b Postcard examp‘es \[rom search engine

Directions:

o Ask students the first discussion question and show them picture examp|es of postcaro|s.
o Have students discuss as a class or with partners what their favorite part of Colorado is and what they would put
on their own postcard of Colorado.

o Students will then create their own postcaro| that represents their favorite part of Colorado.

Submit your student’s postcards to communityec]ucation@co|oradosymphonygg fora

chance for them to win free tickets!

Discussion Questions:

Has anyone ever seen or received a postcard before?
What part of Colorado is your favorite? Why?

What would you put on a postcarc| of Colorado?



'------------..--’

L.-..---...---..-‘



Resource Page

Brent Michael Davids

Brent Michael Davids (Mohican/Munsee—Lenape) isa pro{essiona’

composer, and a music warrior for native equity and parity, especia”y in
concert music where there is little ino|igenous influence. Davids p|aces
Native voices front and center. He originateo| and co-founded the
award—winning Native American Composer Apprentice Project

(NACAP) championing incligenous youth to compose their own

written music.

He uses in&igenous instruments, inc|ching handma&e quartz Hutes, and pens per¥ormab|e notations
that are themselves visual works o¥ art. Davids is co-director 01[ the Lenape Centerin Manhattan, and
is enrolled in the Stockbridge—Munsee Community‘ His composer career spans near‘y five o|ecades,

Witl’1 count|ess awar&s an& commissions {rom America's most ce|ebrated organizations and ensemb|es.

John Denver

| John Denver (born Henr\/ John Deutschendorf Jr., December 31,1943 -
October 12, 1997) was a beloved American singer-songwriter, actor, and
humanitarian, best known for his folk and country—inspireo| music that often
celebrated nature and persona| reflection. He rose to fame in the 1970s

‘ with a string of hits inc|u&ing "Take Me Home, Country Roads,” "Annie’s
Song,” "Sunshine on My Shoulders," and “Rocky Mountain High“—the

latter 01[ which became one 01[ Colorado's oHicia| state songs.

ﬂwough born in Roswell, New Mexico, Denver cleve|oped a c]eep connection to Colorado, where he
lived for much of his life. The state's majestic |an&sca|oes inspireo| many of his most iconic songs and fueled
his environmental a&vocacy. He was also active in humanitarian causes, inc|u&ing conservation, world
hunger, and space exp|oration.

John Denver died in a p‘ane crash on October 12,1997, while pi|otmg a small aircraft off the coast of
Camornia.
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Dr. Arthur John Fynn

Dr. Arthur John Fyrm (i857—i930) was an American educator, historian,

and composer best known for writing and composing Colorado's first official
state song, Where the Columbines Grow (i@ii).

Aiter moving to Coioracio, Fynn served as a principai and superinten&ent in

Ceritrai City, Aiamosa, an& Denver

Beyon& music, i:yrm was a respecteoi author of scholar. He pui)iisiieoi The American Indian as a
Product of Environment <i907> and North America in Days and Discovery (i925>. These pubiications
showed a oieep interest in iiistory, Native American cultures, and the reiationsiiip between peopie and

tiieir environment.

He lived in Denver unitl his death in 1930.

Martin Gilmore

Martin Giimore isa Denver—baseci singer, songwriter, anoi muiti—

instrumentalist known for bierioiing traditional folk and biuegrass
with originai compositions. His rich vocals and guitar skills
showcase autiieriticity and innovation. With muitipie records
since his 2009 debut, notable works include the cross-cultural
2017 EP "East-West" and the praiseoi 2021 album by The
Martin Gilmore Trio.

In 2024, he won prestigious songwriting competitions, further estaiaiisiiing his reputation in folk and

biuegrass.

Apart irom periorming, iie is an e&ucator at ti'ie University oi i\iorti'ierri Coiorado arid Swaiiovv Hiii
Music Association, teaci'iirig various music sui)jects. Giimore iias periormeci giobaiiy arioi iias i)een
featured in several media outlets. His commitment to storyteiiing and tradition continues to inspire

audiences worldwide.
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stephen Lias

The music of a&venturer—composer Stephen Lias (b 19()6) is regu|ar|y

pem[ormed in concert and recital throughout the United States and
abroad by soloists and ensembles including the Arianna Quartet, the
Anchorage Symphony, the Qasis Quartet, the Fairbanks Summer Arts
Festival Orchestra, the Ensamble de Trompetas Simén Bolivar, the
Boulder Philharmonic, and the Russian String Orchestra.

His music is pub|is|’1€o| by Alias Press, and distributed worldwide exc|usive|y by Theodore Presser. His

pieces are regu|ar|y \Eeatured at major nationa| ano‘ internationa’ com[erences inc|uo|ing t\we |nternationa|
Trumpet Gui|o|, the North American Saxophone AHiance, and the ISCM World Music Days. Lias

serveo| ][Ol’ e|even years as Composer in Residence and MUSiC Director at the Texas S%akespeare

Festival.

Oscar Navarro

Oscar Navarro is an awaro|—winning Spanish composer and conductor
whose music spans symphonic and film genres. A clarinetist by training, he
studied composition at the University of Southern California, where he
was awarded the Harry Warren Scho|arship.

His works have been per\[ormeo| by top orchestras like The Cleveland
Qrc%estra, BBC PHHwarmonic, and the Spanish Nationa| Orchestra, and

featured in major venues inc|uo|ing Carnegie HaH, Musikverein (Vienna), and La Scala (Mi|an). He has
also recorded at studios such as Capito| Records and Warner Bros.

Navarro has receiveo‘ over 20 internationa| awaro|s, inc|uc]ing a Goya nomination, ancl was commissione&
to write the Obertura Rey l:e|i|oe V1 in honor o¥ the King 01[ Spain. He leads his own ensemHe, the

Oscar Navarro Symphony Orc"nestra, and isa member o{ the Spanish Fi|m Academy ano| |_atin Grammy
Acao|em\/4
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Osha Renee is a Denver-born rapper, writer, and the reigning Miss Black
Colorado, using her p‘at{orm to amp‘i{y voices, spark change, and nspire
confidence. With raw lyrics and soulful energy, her music tells real stories—
about |'16a|ing, groth and power. Off the mic, Oshaiis Just as passionate

about mentoring youth he|ping them discover their worth and walk bo|o||y in

vvho they are. Crowne& or not, s|’1e shows up With purpose, turning every

stage, c|assroom, ano| conversation into a space |[or impact.

Gioachino Rossini (1792—1868) was a renowned ltalian composer, best known
for his operas. Born in Pesaro to a musical 1[ami|y, he began perl[orming ata
young age and compose& his first opera Demetrio e Polibio at 14. By 18, he
debuted La cambiale di matrimonio, and in 1813 gained fame with Tancredi

and Litaliana in A|geri, estabhs%ing himse” as a master 01[ ltalian opera.

His greatest success, The Barber o{ Sevi”e, remains a landmark in comic opera. Between 1815 and 1823,
Rossini wrote 20 operas an& |ater Worked in \/ienna, Lon&on, ano| Paris. He married soprano |sabe||a
Colbran in 1822, and after her &eath, married O|ympe Pélissier in 1845,

Rossini retired ear‘y from opera but continued composing smaller works. He died in Paris in 1868, and his

remains were ‘ater moved to F’orence. His most ce’ebratecﬂ vvorl<s inc‘uo|e Wi”iam Te”, The Barber o¥

Sevi“e, The ﬂwieving Magpie, and The ltalian Girl in A’giers.
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BEDRICH SMETANA

Bedfich Smetana <1824—1884) was a Czech composer WicJe‘y

regarded as the founder of Czech national music. Born in |_itomy§|,
Bohemia, he showed remarkable musical talent from an ear|y age

and studied in Praguei Influenced by the Romantic movement and
the rise of Czech nationalism, Smetana aimed to create a unique‘y

Czech sound in classical music.

His best—[mown WOI’l<S inc‘uo|e t|’1e opera The Bartere& Brio|e, a |ive|y ano| patriotic piece that he’pecl
establish Czech opera on the international stage, and the symphonic cyc‘e M4 vlast (My Home|ano|”),
W|’1iC|’1 ce|ebrates t%e |ano‘scapes, |egeno|s, and spirit o¥ the Czec|’1 peop’e. —Hwe most ¥amous movement

from this cyc|e, Vltava (”—Hwe Mo|dau"), evokes the journey of the Czech river t|'1roug|'1 music.

In |'1is ‘ater years, Smetana tragica”y |ost his hearing, but |'1e continuecJ to compose, producing cJeep|y
expressive an& nationa|istic music despite his disabihty. His inHuence paved the way {or |ater Czech
composers like Antonin Dvorék and Leo$ Janaéek. Smetana died in Prague in 1884 and remains a central

\figure in Czech cultural history.
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References

For more detailed information about these composers,_p|ease go to the fo"owing;

h_ttps:/ /www.onavarro.com/web/concert/en/ biog@p_hy_[

h_ttps://fi|mcomposer.us/

h_ttps://johno'enver.com/

h_ttps://Www.c|assics{orkids.com/composer/gioachino-rossini/

h_ttps://www.martingi|more.com/

h_ttps://www.stephen|ias.com/atstns

For additional resources not linked in the lessons, please go to the following:

I’\_ttps://westernmininghistory.com/4785/t|1e-co|orado-go|d-rush/
h_ttps://www.historyco|orado.orq/sites/de{au|t/{i|es/meo|ia/o|ocument/2018/Co|orao|oMagazine v36n
2 April959.pdf

Iﬁ_ttps://www.historyco|orado.org[

I’\_ttps://utetribe.com/about/

h_ttps://www.soutlﬁernute-nsn.gov/l‘nistoryl

|'1_ttps://l3|og.nativehope.orq/mounteo|—c|efeno|ers-t|’1e-|'1istory-oF-the-comanche-nation

h_ttps://www.comanchenation.com/about/@ge/history_

https://www.cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov/
h_ttps://verbs.co|orac|o.ec|u/ArapahoLangu_ageProject/RM N P/history/l'\istory.htm
h_ttps://www.ol(history._org[pub|ications/enc/entry?entry=A R002

h_ttps://www.britannica.com/topic/Apache-F@Fﬂ_e

I’\_ttps://www.np_s.gov/cl‘mir/|earn/|’1istorycu|ture/pre-apache-wars.htm

h_ttps://www.sbtribes.com/about/

h_ttps://www.visitgrancljunction.com/

h_ttps://www.cortezco.go_v[

I’\_ttps://www.np_s.gov/state/co/inc]ex.htm
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