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Brent Michael Davids

Brent Michael Davids (Mohican/Munsee—Lenape) isa pro{essiona’

composer, and a music warrior for native equity and parity, especia”y in
concert music where there is little ino|igenous influence. Davids p|aces
Native voices front and center. He originateo| and co-founded the
award—winning Native American Composer Apprentice Project

(NACAP) championing incligenous youth to compose their own

written music.

He uses in&igenous instruments, inc|ching handma&e quartz Hutes, and pens per¥ormab|e notations
that are themselves visual works o¥ art. Davids is co-director 01[ the Lenape Centerin Manhattan, and
is enrolled in the Stockbridge—Munsee Community‘ His composer career spans near‘y five o|ecades,

Witl’1 count|ess awar&s an& commissions {rom America's most ce|ebrated organizations and ensemb|es.

John Denver

| John Denver (born Henr\/ John Deutschendorf Jr., December 31,1943 -
October 12, 1997) was a beloved American singer-songwriter, actor, and
humanitarian, best known for his folk and country—inspireo| music that often
celebrated nature and persona| reflection. He rose to fame in the 1970s

‘ with a string of hits inc|u&ing "Take Me Home, Country Roads,” "Annie’s
Song,” "Sunshine on My Shoulders," and “Rocky Mountain High“—the

latter 01[ which became one 01[ Colorado's oHicia| state songs.

ﬂwough born in Roswell, New Mexico, Denver cleve|oped a c]eep connection to Colorado, where he
lived for much of his life. The state's majestic |an&sca|oes inspireo| many of his most iconic songs and fueled
his environmental a&vocacy. He was also active in humanitarian causes, inc|u&ing conservation, world
hunger, and space exp|oration.

John Denver died in a p‘ane crash on October 12,1997, while pi|otmg a small aircraft off the coast of
Camornia.
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Dr. Arthur John Fynn

Dr. Arthur John Fyrm (i857—i930) was an American educator, historian,

and composer best known for writing and composing Colorado's first official
state song, Where the Columbines Grow (i@ii).

Aiter moving to Coioracio, Fynn served as a principai and superinten&ent in

Ceritrai City, Aiamosa, an& Denver

Beyon& music, i:yrm was a respecteoi author of scholar. He pui)iisiieoi The American Indian as a
Product of Environment <i907> and North America in Days and Discovery (i925>. These pubiications
showed a oieep interest in iiistory, Native American cultures, and the reiationsiiip between peopie and

tiieir environment.

He lived in Denver unitl his death in 1930.

Martin Gilmore

Martin Giimore isa Denver—baseci singer, songwriter, anoi muiti—

instrumentalist known for bierioiing traditional folk and biuegrass
with originai compositions. His rich vocals and guitar skills
showcase autiieriticity and innovation. With muitipie records
since his 2009 debut, notable works include the cross-cultural
2017 EP "East-West" and the praiseoi 2021 album by The
Martin Gilmore Trio.

In 2024, he won prestigious songwriting competitions, further estaiaiisiiing his reputation in folk and

biuegrass.

Apart irom periorming, iie is an e&ucator at ti'ie University oi i\iorti'ierri Coiorado arid Swaiiovv Hiii
Music Association, teaci'iirig various music sui)jects. Giimore iias periormeci giobaiiy arioi iias i)een
featured in several media outlets. His commitment to storyteiiing and tradition continues to inspire

audiences worldwide.
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stephen Lias

The music of a&venturer—composer Stephen Lias (b 19()6) is regu|ar|y

pem[ormed in concert and recital throughout the United States and
abroad by soloists and ensembles including the Arianna Quartet, the
Anchorage Symphony, the Qasis Quartet, the Fairbanks Summer Arts
Festival Orchestra, the Ensamble de Trompetas Simén Bolivar, the
Boulder Philharmonic, and the Russian String Orchestra.

His music is pub|is|’1€o| by Alias Press, and distributed worldwide exc|usive|y by Theodore Presser. His

pieces are regu|ar|y \Eeatured at major nationa| ano‘ internationa’ com[erences inc|uo|ing t\we |nternationa|
Trumpet Gui|o|, the North American Saxophone AHiance, and the ISCM World Music Days. Lias

serveo| ][Ol’ e|even years as Composer in Residence and MUSiC Director at the Texas S%akespeare

Festival.

Oscar Navarro

Oscar Navarro is an awaro|—winning Spanish composer and conductor
whose music spans symphonic and film genres. A clarinetist by training, he
studied composition at the University of Southern California, where he
was awarded the Harry Warren Scho|arship.

His works have been per\[ormeo| by top orchestras like The Cleveland
Qrc%estra, BBC PHHwarmonic, and the Spanish Nationa| Orchestra, and

featured in major venues inc|uo|ing Carnegie HaH, Musikverein (Vienna), and La Scala (Mi|an). He has
also recorded at studios such as Capito| Records and Warner Bros.

Navarro has receiveo‘ over 20 internationa| awaro|s, inc|uc]ing a Goya nomination, ancl was commissione&
to write the Obertura Rey l:e|i|oe V1 in honor o¥ the King 01[ Spain. He leads his own ensemHe, the

Oscar Navarro Symphony Orc"nestra, and isa member o{ the Spanish Fi|m Academy ano| |_atin Grammy
Acao|em\/4
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Osha Renee is a Denver-born rapper, writer, and the reigning Miss Black
Colorado, using her p‘at{orm to amp‘i{y voices, spark change, and nspire
confidence. With raw lyrics and soulful energy, her music tells real stories—
about |'16a|ing, groth and power. Off the mic, Oshaiis Just as passionate

about mentoring youth he|ping them discover their worth and walk bo|o||y in

vvho they are. Crowne& or not, s|’1e shows up With purpose, turning every

stage, c|assroom, ano| conversation into a space |[or impact.

Gioachino Rossini (1792—1868) was a renowned ltalian composer, best known
for his operas. Born in Pesaro to a musical 1[ami|y, he began perl[orming ata
young age and compose& his first opera Demetrio e Polibio at 14. By 18, he
debuted La cambiale di matrimonio, and in 1813 gained fame with Tancredi

and Litaliana in A|geri, estabhs%ing himse” as a master 01[ ltalian opera.

His greatest success, The Barber o{ Sevi”e, remains a landmark in comic opera. Between 1815 and 1823,
Rossini wrote 20 operas an& |ater Worked in \/ienna, Lon&on, ano| Paris. He married soprano |sabe||a
Colbran in 1822, and after her &eath, married O|ympe Pélissier in 1845,

Rossini retired ear‘y from opera but continued composing smaller works. He died in Paris in 1868, and his

remains were ‘ater moved to F’orence. His most ce’ebratecﬂ vvorl<s inc‘uo|e Wi”iam Te”, The Barber o¥

Sevi“e, The ﬂwieving Magpie, and The ltalian Girl in A’giers.
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BEDRICH SMETANA

Bedfich Smetana <1824—1884) was a Czech composer WicJe‘y

regarded as the founder of Czech national music. Born in |_itomy§|,
Bohemia, he showed remarkable musical talent from an ear|y age

and studied in Praguei Influenced by the Romantic movement and
the rise of Czech nationalism, Smetana aimed to create a unique‘y

Czech sound in classical music.

His best—[mown WOI’l<S inc‘uo|e t|’1e opera The Bartere& Brio|e, a |ive|y ano| patriotic piece that he’pecl
establish Czech opera on the international stage, and the symphonic cyc‘e M4 vlast (My Home|ano|”),
W|’1iC|’1 ce|ebrates t%e |ano‘scapes, |egeno|s, and spirit o¥ the Czec|’1 peop’e. —Hwe most ¥amous movement

from this cyc|e, Vltava (”—Hwe Mo|dau"), evokes the journey of the Czech river t|'1roug|'1 music.

In |'1is ‘ater years, Smetana tragica”y |ost his hearing, but |'1e continuecJ to compose, producing cJeep|y
expressive an& nationa|istic music despite his disabihty. His inHuence paved the way {or |ater Czech
composers like Antonin Dvorék and Leo$ Janaéek. Smetana died in Prague in 1884 and remains a central

\figure in Czech cultural history.
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For more detailed information about these composers,_p|ease go to the fo"owing;

h_ttps:/ /www.onavarro.com/web/concert/en/ biog@p_hy_[

h_ttps://fi|mcomposer.us/

h_ttps://johno'enver.com/

h_ttps://Www.c|assics{orkids.com/composer/gioachino-rossini/

h_ttps://www.martingi|more.com/

h_ttps://www.stephen|ias.com/atstns

For additional resources not linked in the lessons, please go to the following:

I’\_ttps://westernmininghistory.com/4785/t|1e-co|orado-go|d-rush/
h_ttps://www.historyco|orado.orq/sites/de{au|t/{i|es/meo|ia/o|ocument/2018/Co|orao|oMagazine v36n
2 April959.pdf

Iﬁ_ttps://www.historyco|orado.org[

I’\_ttps://utetribe.com/about/

h_ttps://www.soutlﬁernute-nsn.gov/l‘nistoryl

|'1_ttps://l3|og.nativehope.orq/mounteo|—c|efeno|ers-t|’1e-|'1istory-oF-the-comanche-nation

h_ttps://www.comanchenation.com/about/@ge/history_

https://www.cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov/
h_ttps://verbs.co|orac|o.ec|u/ArapahoLangu_ageProject/RM N P/history/l'\istory.htm
h_ttps://www.ol(history._org[pub|ications/enc/entry?entry=A R002

h_ttps://www.britannica.com/topic/Apache-F@Fﬂ_e

I’\_ttps://www.np_s.gov/cl‘mir/|earn/|’1istorycu|ture/pre-apache-wars.htm

h_ttps://www.sbtribes.com/about/

h_ttps://www.visitgrancljunction.com/

h_ttps://www.cortezco.go_v[

I’\_ttps://www.np_s.gov/state/co/inc]ex.htm
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